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from the Sovereign to a select body of the chief politicians who were becoming the Cabinet   Greater responsibility was  thrown  on  leading  statesmen, who were necessarily obliged to seek support from their   adherents   in   the   country   and   from   the representatives of it in Parliament     Thus  from the beginning of the eighteenth  century the two political bodies became more compact, the members in Parliament less individual, and more organised in a course of continuous political action session by session.   In other words, a purely dual party system was in process of formation, definite though imperfect, not easy to reckon with but often of remarkable force.    Religious freedom and toleration were the basis of the Whig party, as support of the Church of England and of clericalism was that of the Tories; again, the right of the people to choose their own sovereign underlay Whig principles, as the divine right of kings was believed in by many Tories.    But in no other respect were the characteristics of the two parties, which are so conspicuous later in   the eighteenth  and  in  the nineteenth centuries, then visible.    The Whigs in the reign of William in. were the Court party, as the Tories were in that of Anne and of George in.; but on the other hand, the Whigs were throughout the reign of Anne the War party, as the Tories were the Peace party.    The Whigs found most support in the towns, and the Tories in the country; but